Amnestic mild cognitive impairment (aMCI) has been conceptualized as a transitional stage between healthy aging and Alzheimer's disease (AD). Therefore, understanding which aspects of memory are impaired and which remain relatively intact in these patients can be useful in determining who will ultimately go on to develop AD, and subsequently designing interventions to help patients live more engaged and independent lives. The dual-process model posits that recognition memory decisions can rely on either familiarity or recollection. Whereas research is fairly consistent in showing impaired recollection in patients with aMCI, the results have been mixed regarding familiarity. A noted difference between these studies investigating familiarity has been stimulus type. The goal of the current investigation was to use high-density event-related potentials (ERPs) to help elucidate the neural correlates of recognition decisions in patients with aMCI for words and pictures. We also hoped to help answer the question of whether patients can rely on familiarity to support successful recognition. Patients and controls participated in separate recognition memory tests of words and pictures while ERPs were recorded during retrieval. Results showed that ERP components typically associated with familiarity and retrieval monitoring were similar between groups for pictures. However, these components were diminished in the patient group for words. Based on recent work, the authors discuss the possibility that implicit conceptual priming could have contributed to the enhanced ERP correlate of familiarity. Further, the authors address the possibility that enhanced retrieval monitoring may be needed to modulate increased familiarity engendered by pictures.
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Introduction
Researchers and clinicians conceptualize mild cognitive impairment (MCI) as a transitional state between healthy aging and dementia (Petersen, 2004) . Petersen and colleagues have divided MCI into distinct subtypes based on whether these patients demonstrate memory impairment (amnestic subtype) or impairment in some other cognitive domain (nonamnestic subtype). The amnestic subtype (aMCI) has received a great deal of attention, as it has been associated with a estimated tenfold increase in yearly conversion rate to Alzheimer's disease (AD) compared to age-matched controls with no cognitive impairment (Petersen). Characterization of the exact nature of the memory impairment associated with the amnestic subtype has only recently taken shape. Using experimental psychology and cognitive neuroscience to characterize aspects of memory early in the disease course can be useful in not only helping to determine who will go on to ultimately develop AD, but also in designing interventions to help patients live more engaged and independent lives by relying on aspects of memory that remain relatively intact.
In understanding how memorial decisions are made, researchers have proposed a dual-process model of recognition memory (Jacoby & Dallas, 1981; Yonelinas, 1994) . Although there is much debate as to whether these two processes are completely independent, the dual-process model posits that recognition decisions can rely on the processes of recollection or familiarity (Yonelinas, 1994) . Recollection refers to the retrieval of specific context-bound information about an item or event, whereas familiarity is defined as a more general, acontextual sense that an item or event has been previously encountered. These two constructs are often commonly experienced in daily life. For example, the unexpected sight of a particular man on a crowded city street may elicit an immediate feeling of knowing him without being able to produce any specific details about who he is or how he is known. After some deliberation, details may come to mind regarding the man's identity-perhaps the waiter at a restaurant you had visited one week earlier. Familiarity describes the initial feeling of knowing the man without
